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HOLD FOR OPENING OF BUSINESS 

E.O 11652: GDS 

TAGS: GR, TU 

SUBJECT: EXERCISE PHIBLEX 2-7T 

1 . A US AMPHIBIOUS EXERCISE (PHIBLEX) IS SCHEDULED FOR 
THIS SUNDAY (15 AUGUST) AT V IT AKA, GREECE, NEAR KIPARISSIA 
ON THE IONIAN SIDE OF THE PELOPONESUS. THIS IS ONE OF 
SEVERAL SUCH EXERCISES DURING THE YEAR IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 
AREA. WE UNDERSTAND THAT PHIBLEX 2-7T INVOLVES A 6TH 
FLEET AMPHIBIOUS SQUADRON AND EMBARKED MARINES (APPROXI- 
MATELY FIVE SHIPS AND 1700 MARINES). NO OTHER ALLIED 
NATIONS ARE PARTICIPATING BUT GREEK OBSERVERS WILL BE 
PRESENT. THE UNITS WILL CONDUCT AN UNOPPOSED TRANSIT, 

AN AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT LANDING, MANEUVERS ASHORE, AND RE- 
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CLOSE AIR SUPPORT WILL BE SIMULATED. THERE WILL BE NO 
LIVE FIRING AND NO SIMULATED USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

A BALANCING PHIBLEX EXERCISE INVOLVING TURKEY IS 
SCHEDULED FOR ABOUT A MONTH FROM NOW AS ITS CANCELLATION 
DATE HAS ALREADY PASSED WITHOUT OBJECTION. 

2. PHIBLEX'S ARE US EXERCISES WITHOUT A NATO STAMP. THERE 
IS A NATO EXERCISE "DISPLAY DETERMINATION" IN SEPTEMBER 
WHICH WILL INVOLVE A CONVOY TO TURKEY AND A COMMAND POST 
EXERCISE IN EASTERN TURKEY. 

3. A PRESS RELEASE NORMALLY WOULD BE ISSUED A FEW DAYS 
PRIOR TO THE EXERCISES BUT THE USG DECIDED AGAINST AN 
ACTIVE PRESS POLICY. AN ANNOUNCEMENT WAS MADE BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF GREECE ON JULY 14. AND WE KNOW OF NO 
REACTION ON THE PART OF TURKEY. 

4. WE WOULD APPRECIATE AMBASSADORS KUBISCH"S AND 
MACOMB ER'S VIEWS ON PROCEEDING WITH PHIBLEX 2-7T, 
EXPECIALLY IN THE CONTEXT OF PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE 
AEGEAN. 

KISSINGER 
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